PLOTS AND COUNTERPLOTS

under the Emperors of Delhi. But Tinrur the Tartar's
capture of Delhi, and the confusion which ensued after
his massacre of the inhabitants of that city, and his
subsequent departure, gave Muzafar Khan the chance for
which he had waited for throwing off his allegiance and
for setting himself up as an independent sovereign.
Accordingly in A.D. 1403 he declared his severance from
Imperial authority and invested his son, Tatar Khan,
with the sovereignty of Gujarat. Tatar Khan died in
the following year, and for three years afterwards Muzafar
Khan appears to have governed without being formally
invested as king. In A.D. 1407, at the request of the
nobles and chief men of the country, he formally ascended
the throne and ruled until A.D. 1410, when he was poisoned
by his grandson, Ahmad Shah, who himself assumed the
sovereignty and built the city of Ahmadabad as his
capital.

In A.D. 1400 Ra Mandlik died, and his brother, Ra
Melak, succeeded him at WanthalL One of the first acts
of Ra Melak's reign was to remove his capital from
Wanthali back to Junagadh, from which place he expelled
the Mahomedan Viceroy. Ahmad Shah was too much
engaged with other matters at first to restore his authority
in Saurashtra, but he found opportunity in A.D. 1414.
With the change of affairs in Gujarat, the various rulers
in Saurashtra, who had been made to acknowledge the
iron hand of Muzafar Khan, endeavoured to free them-
selves from the Mahomedan yoke. Thus we find that
not only did Ra Melak defy the authority of Ahmad
Shah, but Satarsalji Jhala of Jhalawad imitated his
example. As the result of intrigue, Satarsalji was in-
duced to throw in his lot with some Mahomedan nobles
of Gujarat, whose idea was to stir up rebellion and oust
Ahmad Shah from the sovereignty in the confusion which
would ensue. This plan failed ignominiously. After the
nobles had been defeated, Ahmad Shah attacked Satar-
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